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THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT DEFINED.

BY DR. 8TANTON CO IT.

THE aims and principles of the Ethical Movement are so very
simple that anyone, although with no philosophical education, may
"both understand and sit in judgment upon them. I need not
speak in parables, or use symbolic language; but there is need
of explanation. People are so accustomed, when religion is
spoken of, to look for mystical and transcendental ideas,
which are remote from men's common every-day thoughts, that
when the whole nature of the Ethical Movement has been
explained, they still look for something further. Its very sim-
plicity makes them fail to understand it, or, if they understand,
they fail to appreciate it. " Is that all ? " they are apt to exclaim.
But we count it no defect in our Ethical Movement that it is
thus simple and close to the working, thoughts of every-day
life This simplicity is one reason for the hope that it will some
day reorganize the spiritual life of civilized nations. Let me now
set forth our main doctrines.

The first of these is, that the bond of religious union should be
solely devotion to the good in the world. By " the good " is meant
simply a certain quality of human character and conduct: the
quality which we have in mind when we say that a judge is good
because he is impartial; that a father is good because he looks
out for the lasting welfare of his children; that a brother is good,
because he causes his sister no pain if he can help it; that a
citizen is good because he is willing to sacrifice personal gain to
the prosperity of the whole people. The desire to spread more
and more this quality of conduct and character, and to root out
badness from human life is, we affirm, the true bond of religious
union among men. Nothing could be clearer and more definite
than this doctrine; we aim to preach it everywhere. We believe
that by declaring devotion to the good in the world to be the bond,
and the whole bond, of religious union we shall ultimately induce
men to remove all other qualifications for membership in churches j
and that, immediately, men. who are BOW outside of all religious
fellowship, or who chafe under the dogmatic restraint of the Church*